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Compelled by God’s 

amazing love, Bates 

Place Ministries seeks 

to bring hope to our 

neighbors by 

reconnecting them to 

society and family, and 

empowering them 

toward a sustainable 

future. 

-Adopted July 2012 

Mission Statement 

come back into the city and 

can easily go back to the life-

style they had before prison 

because of the hopelessness 

and lack of open doors.”  

Many employers won’t hire 

those who have criminal rec-

ords, so finding a job can be 

especially difficult for the re-

turning citizens. And without a 

job, they have no money for 

housing and other resources. 

According to Blakely, this 

proves especially problematic 

for long-term prisoners upon 

release, since many of them 

are no longer in contact with 

family and friends.  

The Re-entry Recycling Plant 

Project solved that problem by 

providing prisoners with a job 

at the recycling plant upon 

release. The prisoners would 

meet at Bates Place once a 

week and work at the recycling 

plant for $8 an hour for 32 

hours a week. At the end of 

the program, they would be 

placed in permanent jobs. Un-

fortunately, this program, like 

the re-entry village, ended in 

January due to the loss of 

funding.   
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working out of the Department 

of Human Services building on 

Franklin. Yet with 1,500-2,200 

men and women being re-

turned back to Kent and Alle-

gan Counties that is hardly 

enough. The state cut the fund-

ing significantly for reasons 

beyond us.”  

The cuts come despite signifi-

cant evidence that the prison 

re-entry model was working.  

The rate at which prisoners re-

offend in the State of Michigan 

since the advent of prison re-

entry programs like the re-

entry village and CLEAR has 

gone down. From 1999-2002, 

38 percent of returning citizens 

reoffended upon release from 

prison. By contrast, less than 

one in three returning citizens 

released between 2004-2007 

reoffended.   

Bryan Blakely, the executive 

director of Bates Place Minis-

tries, explained how the prison 

re-entry programs have helped 

returning citizens stay on the 

right track upon release from 

prison: 

“Prisoners need jobs, resources 

and housing. Without them, 

they get hopeless. So they 
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The State of Michigan recently 

cut funding for prison re-entry 

programs by 37 percent.  The 

drastic cuts resulted in the shut 

down of the PineRest run re-

entry village, as well as a 

unique jobs program at the 

Kent County Recycling Plant. 

CLEAR, a support group for re-

turning citizens lead by the 

Grand Rapids Police Depart-

ment and hosted by Bates 

Place, has funding to continue 

operating until September 

2014. However, beyond that 

point, its funding future is un-

certain.  

Cliff Washington, current Bates 

Place board member and for-

mer director of the Pinerest Re-

entry Village, commented on 

the impact of the cuts, “The 

area will have a scaled down 

version with 2 staff members 

C.L.E.A.R. meeting at Bates 



Despite the success of 
these prison re-entry 
efforts, Washington says 
the elimination of so much 
programming did dot 
come a  surprise: 

“Each year the state 
decreased funding as we 
continued to provide 
services for more men and 
women. The bulk of 
funding is reserved to 
house those that have 
served time for Criminal 
Sexual Conduct crimes 
because the state believes 
that group posed the 
greatest risk to public 
safety.” 

Although both say the cuts 
are a big setback, neither 
Blakely nor Washington is 
giving up on prison re-
entry work in West 
Michigan. 

Washington, who 
continues to work for 
PineRest in the human 
resources department, 
said: 

“ I was involved in re-entry 
long before the 
Department of Corrections 
had a program with such a 
name. As a result, I will 
continue and forever be 
involved in re-entry.” 

One way Washington 
stays involved stays 
involved is through service 
as a board member at a 
number of nonprofits 
related to prison re-entry, 

including Bates Place 
Ministry. 

Blakely plans to look for 
private funding and grants 
to ensure programs like 
CLEAR and the re-entry 
village have a future. “We 
have to shift our interests 
and talk to people who are 
passionate about prison 
reentry and who care 
because I don’t think the 
state will put money back 
in (prison re-entry) again, 
”he said. “I hope that 
more of the community 
will take responsibility 
fore these people in the 
future.” 

Blakely is making a special 
appeal to the faith 
community to not only 
offer financial support to 
these programs, but also 
to offer prisoners personal 
support as they work to 
adjust to life outside 
prison. 

“The church needs to pick 
up that role (the state had 
been playing) as the 
center of the community 
and restore (the prisoners) 
as members of the 
community,” Blakely said, 
adding, “We need to 
surround these people 
and help build them into  
the community with love-
restore them to make 
society into a better place 
instead of shunning 
them.” 

Washington echoed that 
sentiment: 

“Today, more than ever 
we nee members of the 
church to stand up and 
participate at a higher 
level. Who should know 
the meaning of 
forgiveness better than 
the church?” 

Blakely says he hopes to 
see more people in the 
church community 
mentoring returning 
citizens. 

“Returning citizens want 
to be able to relate to 
someone in the 
community. They want to 
experience unconditional 
love and acceptance,” 
Blakely explained. 

Blakely is also looking for 
those who are able to 
connect returning citizens 
to employers willing to 
hire them. For them, he 
says that a job means 
much more than a 
paycheck: it means dignity 
restored. 

Those interested in 
supporting prison re-entry 
programs financially, or 
through volunteering 
should contact Bates Place 
Ministries for more 
information. 

~ Grace Ruiter 

Grace is a junior at Calvin 
College, majoring in 

English 
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“….I will continue 
and forever be 
involved in re-entry.” 
 
Cliff Washington, 
current Bates Place 

board member and 
former director of the 
PineRest Re-entry 
Village. 

“I hope that more of 
the community will 
take responsibility 
for these people in 
the future.” 
 

Bryan Blakley, 
Executive Director of 
Bates Place 



BATES CHRONICLES  Page 5 

Bates Place Ministries 
(BPM) works in 
partnership with the Kent 
County Court Services 
Department (KCCSD). 
KCCSD operates in 
cooperation with area non
-profit organizations to 
provide opportunities for 
offenders to give back to 
the community with free 
labor. The KCCSD program 
provides screening, 
assessment, placement 
and monitoring of 
sentenced persons before 
their placement. Bates 
Place Ministries, being a 
non-profit organization, 
qualifies us to provide a 
work site for these 
individuals. Both male and 
female offenders are court 
ordered to perform a 
specific number of work 
hours here at BPM.  

Before a community 
service worker (CSW) is 
sent to BPM for work, 
their caseworker from 
Court Services contacts 
Bryan Blakely, Executive 
Director of BPM. If there is 
indeed an opening, the 
CSW comes to BPM. As 
Office Manager, one of my 
responsibilities is to 
supervise the community 
service workers during 
their stay with us. When 
they arrive they are 
directed to report to my 
office to discuss rules and 
regulations. 

When I meet with the 
community service 

person, I begin by 
introducing myself and 
sharing some information 
about what we do here at 
BPM. I like to have our 
community service people 
tell me a little something 
about themselves without 
necessarily discussing his/
her court case.  We 
complete a walk through 
BPM and introduce them 
to the staff. I point out 
that it is required of them 
to contact BPM if there is 
any emergency preventing 
them from coming to 
work. Being reliable, 
dependable, respectful, 
and owning up to their 
responsibilities is highly 
stressed and enforced. 
BPM endeavors to build 
positive relationships with 
the community service 
individuals.    

 In many cases, 
community service is an 
appropriate court 
mandate for the offender 
and beneficial to the 
community. We welcome 
the fact that our 
community service 
workers are here as it 
allows us to take this 
opportunity to build 
positive relationships with 
them as well. We like to 
build relationships; one-to
-one with people so that 
they may become involved 
in what we do at Bates 
Place. After finishing their 
required hours, some of 
our CSW’s return to BPM 
to volunteer and use the 

resources that we offer 
here at BPM. They have 
also shared information 
and their experiences at 
BPM with the community 
and other organizations. 
The community service 
program at Bates Place 
has proved to be an 
instructive and beneficial 
experience. 

Just recently, we had a 
young man complete his 
hours. He returned with 
his mom who had come to 
Grand Rapids from 
Louisville Kentucky. She 
had wanted to meet the 
folks who had treated her 
son with respect and who 
were willing to give sound 
advice; she said he had 
been in two other 
placements but he only 
spoke positively of Bates 
Place. It was great to meet 
his mom who will be his 
support system as he 
moves to Kentucky. We 
wish him God’s blessings. 

~Paul Larthridge 

Office Manager   

 

Another Community Partnership 

In many cases……

community service 

is beneficial to the 

community. 

[Mom}…...had 

wanted to meet 

the folks who had 

treated her son 

with respect . 



The Bates Place 
neighborhood or service 
area is bounded by: 

 Division Avenue (west) 

 Fuller Avenue (east) 

 Wealthy Street (north) 

 Hall Street (south) 

Visitors who reside outside 
this area are still offered 
advice and direction, but to 
be considered for financial 
assistance, a visitor must 
live within our defined 
neighborhood. 

Reconnecting and Empowering Our Neighbors to a Sustainable Future. 
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Your Tax-Deductible Gift to Bates Place is Appreciated!  

 

Bates Place Ministries receives a generous grant from First Christian 
Reformed Church but we still need to raise funds to support our annual 
operating budget. The Bates Place Board has set a fund raising goal of 
$21,300 for 2014. 
 
Your gift to Bates Place supports its important ministry and outreach to 
challenging part of the city.  Gifts to Bates Place are tax-deductible. 
Mail to: 

Bates Place Ministries 
650 Bates Street SE 
Grand Rapids, MI 49503 

 
You can also make a gift on-line through our website at:  

www.batesplacegr.org 

Bates Place  
Board 

Joel Ruiter, President 

Marlene Iwema, Treasurer 

William De Vries 

Dave Jacobs 

Klasien Vaalburg 

Cliff Washington 

Mark Zietse 

Director:  
Bryan R. Blakely, Sr. 
 

Phone: (616) 241-BATES (2283) 
Fax: (616) 452-6649 
Email: batesplacegr@gmail.com 
Web: www.batesplacegr.org 
 

Ministry Center Hours: 
 Monday: 10:00 - 4:00 

 Tuesday: 10:00 - 4:00 

 Wednesday: 10:00 -4:00 

 Thursday: CLOSED 

(C.L.E.A.R.) 

 Friday: 10:00 - 4:00 

Physical Address: 
Bates Place 
636 Bates Street SE 
Grand Rapids, MI  49503 

Like us on 


